eee eee ee etiam ae 


AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCES. 
Office of the Commanding General 
PERSONAL November 9, 1917. 


Mr. W. T. Hornaday, 
New York Zoological Park, 
158th St. & Southern Blvd., 
New York. 


Dear ir. Hornaday: 


General Pershing received your letter 
of Oct. Sth enclosing the manifesto to Congress 
in regard to the acceptance of Foreign becorations 
by Anericans serving in this war. 


The General directs me to say that he 
was much interested in your presentation of the 
subject and to inform you that he has already sent a 
report and recommendation to that effect to the War 
Department. The General desires me to thank you 
for your pamphlet entitled "A Searchlight on Ger- 
many” that you kindly sent him, and to say that he 
approves of the measures that you are advocating, 


I am 
Yours very faithfully, 
(signed) W. C. Eustis 


Capt. Inf., N. A. 
Private Secretary 


WCE-LDE 


Hew Work Zoological Park 


UNDER THE MANAGEMENT OF THE 


NEW YORK ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY, 


185th St. & Southern Boulevard 


WILLIAM T. HORNADAY Sc. D., 
DIRECTOR New York, 


Mr. Edward T. Newell, Fresident, 
American Numismatic Society, 
156th St. & Broadway, 
New York City. 
bear Mr. Newell; 

I enclose herewith some interesting correspondence 
in regard to our war honors bill. The correspondence with the 
Commission of a Arts represents copies that you can retain. The 
letter from Dr. Brush and my reply to it I would be glad to have you 
show with these other letters to Mir, Edward D. Adams, and then the 
Brush letter might be returned to my files. 

I have no doubt that you saw and clipped the editorial that 
appeared in the New York Times lest Thursday. I have not as yet been 
able to secure 2 second copy of it. 

Yours very truly, 


encloeures 


Mew Work Zoological Park 


UNDER THE MANAGEMENT OF THE 


NEW YORK ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETX, 
185th St. & Southern Boulevard 


WELIAN T. NOREEnT eee New York, ...Novewber 30,1917. 9] 
DIRECTOR 


Mr. Edward T. Newell, President, 
American Numismatic Society, 
156th St. and Broadway, 
New York City. 
Dear Mr. Newell: 

I have just received a letter from Capt. Hustis, private 
secretary to General Pershing, and I enclose a copy of it for your private 
information. Since it is marked "Personal", we of course are unable to 
give it out to the press. 

I have written to the Secretary of War asking him if he will not give 
us a copy of the letter that General Persning has written to him in approval 
of our bill, ke frubbcator ‘ 

I have just received from Ambassador Page at London, two pamphlets on 
British war decorations and a statement of the number of awards made during 
the present war up to date, all of which will be of very great assistance in 


our campaign. Of course I will ere long hear from our Ambassador in Paris. 


Faithfully yours, 


enc. Wiblorisaday S 


Hew Work Zoological Park 


UNDER THE MANAGEMENT OF THE 


NEW YORK ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY, 


L85th St. & Southern Boulevard 


WILLIAM T. HORNADAY Sc. D., 
DIRECTOR New York, 


oad December..1,...1917.............19] 


ir, Edward T. Newell, President, 
American Numismatic Society, 
156th St. & Broadway, 
New York City. 
My dear dir. Newell; 

I will be very glad to come down and see you 
whenever it will be most convenient for you, but I think that Friday, 
Decexnber 7, is a long way off. Would you not like to have me come 
at 4 o'clock on Tuesday? If so, I will be glad to join you at that 
hour. 

Mr. Hopkins of the "Scientific American" called me up this 
morning. He is going to write and publish immediately, a lengthy 
article on our subject, which I think will help the cause very 
much, He is willing to support the Hulbert bill, and the publicity 
that the publication in the "Scientific American” will afford will 


be of immense assistance to the cause. 


Very truly yours, 


Bouse of Representatives. 
Committee on Military Affairs. 


Washington, Db. C. 


February 19, 1918 


Dr. William T. Hornaday, 
Director, New York Zoologicel Society, 
185th St. & Southern Boulevard, 
New York City. 


liy dear Doctor Hornaday: 


Referring again to your letter to me of February lith in regard to 
the matter of war medals and crosses, etc. 


I an now ofticinlly informed that the Preeident hase directed the 
nuthorization, by General Frders No. 6, War Department, January 12, 1918, of the 
following decorations and ineignia for the Military Service: 


) Dietinguished Service Crose, 
) Distinguiened Service liedal, 
) War Service Chevrons, 

) Wound chenvrons. 


And has directed regulations under which these decorations and insignia are to 
be bestowed. 


I am hopeful that within a few days I shall be in position to give 

you the detaile as set forth in records in The Adjutant General'e Office as well 
as in thie General Urder. It may be, however, that you prefer to put yourself 
into direct contact with the War Department and get the information in your own 
way. If you have any special intereet in euch procedure I would be glad to have 
you advise me before I undertake to get it for you. I may say that I om following 
along with this business fully convinced that at this time there is little likeli- 
hood of our being sble to make any change in the present situation. I doubt very 
much the wiedom of the policy of the War Department through the Presient estabe 
liehing and bestowing these war medals, but I am quite eure that the Congrese has 


so many weighty things on ite mind now that it wull not etop to interfere unless 
big provocation srises. 


I ehall be glad to get any information to you that you may desire 
and wili share what is coming to ne if you so indicate. 


Sincerely yours, 


(signed) Frank L. Greene ‘ 


Hew Work Zoological Park 


UNDER THE MANAGEMENT OF THE 


NEW YORK ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY, 


185th St. & Southern Boulevard 


WILLIAM T. HORNADAY Sc. D., 
DIRECTOR New York, 


saute ADVTS 3. Aes 19] 


Mir. Edward T. Newell, President, 
American Nunismatic Society, 
155th Street & Brosdway, 
New York City. 


Dear Mr. Newell: 


I think that the time has come for us to denand of the 
House of Repreeentatives that the Lodge bill shall imrediately be 
called up and passed, quite regardless of any opposition that Secretary 
Daniels may make. In this morning's Herald there is an editorial 
stating that’ Secretary Daniels has teken the ground that the officers 
and men of the lavy should look solely to their own government for 
the bestowal of decorations, and this opinion seems to be shered oy the 
wajority of: the Naval Connittee®” In any event, its Chaiman has success- 
fully “objected” to the consideration of an enabling Senate bill." 


I enclose a copy of a letter that I received trom iir. Greene 
on February 19, which I have not answered until today. I attach a 
copy of my snewer, 


I think now tnat it is time for your Society and the other 
friends of our naval and military forces to demand action on the Lodge 
bill, and let everybody understand that they will not accept “no” «s 
an answer, I sm sorry that I have not another copy of the Herald 
which I could send you. I sm sending the only one that I have to itr. 
Greene. 


I presume you have no objection to my having copies of the two 
colored photographs that your Society prepared, showing the French and 
British decorations; but I never yet have received then. 

Yours very truly, 
: a lt 
SY 
“ FL Lfpa.s at2Z sa 
‘ : ent 


, . 


enclosures 


For enclosure te ir. Saward T. Newell 


april 3, 1918 


Hon. Frank L. Greene, 
Copmittes on Military Affairs, 
House of Repreventatives, 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Mr. Greene: 


Ever since the receipt of your letter of 
Pebruary 19 I heave ceen trying to discipline my mind to make it 
accept with resignetion the state of fact created by 
General Order No, 6 of the Wer Depertment, issued January 12, 
1913, creating a Dietinguished Service Crose, a Dictinguiehed 
Service liedal ond two sete of chevrons. 


I regret to say thet the laspe of time only increases 
my original counts regarding the adequacy of the action that 
has been taken. In fact, I am now quits convinced that this 
Var Lopartment order only scratches the surface of the 
situation, 


in the first place, it is very evident that an effort 
has been made to side-step Gongress, and give the representa- 
tives of the people no voice whatever in saying that the 
United Siutes of America shali award ae honore and decorations 
to ite military and naval heroes. By a strange process of 
reasoning the War Vopartment has elected to provide war 
honors for itself, quite independent of ai) general coneidora- 
tions. This leaves the Navy, the Red Cross and the civil 
service of the government each to proviae ea series of war 
honors for themselves; and it ie safe to aseume that ell ef 
them together will not provide for the acceptance and 
rotention by our soldiers and eallors of decorations awarded 
them by foreign governments. 


Further comment on the action of the War College and 
the Seoretary of War ie at this point unnecessary. 


I invite your attention to the attached editorial 
clipped from this poping Bs - In my opinion 
it reveals a situation which fairly may be characterized as 
intolerable. That our eoldiere, sailore and Red Cross 
workers ehoula not be i to accept ana wear decora- 
tione for gallantry that nev ® been awarded by — ae 
mente is, ia my opinion, an absurd Proposition, and if 
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actually carried into effect, it will be an outrage. During the past four 
weeks we have read of many awards having been made to American soldiers on 

the battlefield py the French government. Can it be possible that ae these 
awards are about to be pinned om the breasts of our boye "over there”, they 
are compelled to refuses te accept them, and say; “No, General; my government 
won't let me." if anything could be more cheap ar puskkkamimaue than that, 

I would like to know what it could be in such a case. And yet, according to 
existing lawe, our soldiers ARE unable to wear the French War Cross and the 
ineignia of the Legion of Honor, ase the French regulations require of all those 
upon wnom those honors arse vestowed. 


Now, in all frankness and fairness, I ask you: Is it not time for 
the Congress ef the Up,ited States, consisting of the chosen representatives 
of the hundred million people of this country, to rise up, take thie matter 
resolutely in hand, and settle it in a firm, resolute, sensible, just and com- 
prehensive way! Above all, is it not the duty of the House of Representatives 
immediately to take up the Lodge bill, which elready has passed the Senate, 
and rush it through ae an ewergency measure, so that our soldiers, sailors 
and Red Cress people will be placed on a proper footing for the acceptance of 
the high military honore which the French governnent is s0 generously bestow- 
ing upon then. 


It cannot be poseible that Congress ig indifferent in this matter. 
Even if this ditorial from the New York Heraid is true, » hundred thousand 
secretaries of war should not be permitted to stand in the wey of the passage 
of the Lodge bill within the next thirty daye. The coneideration ef *the bill 
should be asked for py unaninous consent; and if tnere i¢ any man in the 
House of Kepresentatives who feels disposed to plock iit by an "objection", that 
fnct should be made Known at once. 


Yours very truly, 


COFY 
Houee of Kepresentatives U. S. 
Committee on Military Affaire 


Washington, D. C. 


April 5, 2918 


Dr. Wiliiam T. Hornaday, 
Director, New York Zoological Park, 
185th St. and Southern Boulevard, 
New York City. 


ky dear Doctor Hérnaday: 


IT heve your letter of April 3rd in regard to General Order #6 War Depart- 
ment issued January 12, 1918, creating a Dietinguiehed Service Cross, and Dis- 
tinguished Service Medal snd two sets of chevrons, etc. 


I have not despsired of some solution of this business since tne issue of 
this order, but I am fairly well convinced that under existing circumstances it is 
not likely that the Service will sek for much more, if any more, detail in the 
insignia or devfices and grades in the insignia than are embraced in the General 
order. It may be that some proposition nay be made looking to the decoration of 
tae colors of the regiment or organization in addition to the decorations 
already instituted. 


I may say that the very point you raise tnat “the War Department nas elected 
to provide war honors for itseif quite independent of all general consideration", 
is the very point I myself raised with the Secretary of War when I heard of this 
General Order, To my surprise, he said he had not thought of tnat vefore, but 
was impressed with my presentation of it. The matter nas been Kept alive since then 
through some efforts that some of us nave made and I am inclined to tnink that we 
shall have something to report about it before very long. In fact, I have just 
come from conversation I had with the Judge Advocate General of tne Army about 
the matter about an hour ago. 


I do not expect that the elaborate schere of decorations that some of you 
have in mind will be adopted. I am inclined to think tnat we shall be very tortu- 
nete if we get recognized py law pretty much the same character of decorations 
that are now inetituted oy the General Order. But we will take jurisdiction ef 
here in Congress of the whole vusiness, unlees I am mistaken, and that ie come 


victory, at least and, perhaps, following that there may be some improverent ae 
to the character of the product in the end. 


Aes for the right-of soldiere to accept foreign decorations I am not now in 


position to speak. I am inclined to believe, however this, t 
out ail right before long. : ; , too, is going to come 


I am truly sympathetic with your general purpose, as I 
hope you will not believe that I dempakh a ane Planes I with ouuk te sauieee ; 
upon you the fact that we are up sgeinst « condition and not a theory, to employ 
® much aoused phrase, and that there are some kinds of practical limitations in 
this business i nO aesthetic taste or idenlistic zeal wili be able to overcome. 


Sometimes we have to bite our nails and realize that this world is very material 
and very practical. And when you come to think about it, it is not so very long 
ago when the American somes of American democracy would have been horrified at 
the idea of an American soldier accepting 2 toreign decoration at all. 


Sincerely yours, 


(signed) Frank L. Greene 


‘dward T. Newell 


- = ts 
Hon. Frank i. Gree 

a ot } Meuse of Repre 

a? ° 


